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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Is Alpha the right tool for lifelong Catholics? 

The U.S. Bishops’ document on the New Evangelization, Disci-
ples Called to Witness, points out that 77% of Catholics do not 
attend Mass on a weekly basis. Of the 23% who do, only a small 
proportion identify themselves as disciples of Jesus or share their 
faith with others. This indicates that the vast majority of Catholics 
are missing something essential. As Saint John Paul II pointed out, 
many Catholics have been catechized without ever having been 
evangelized. That is, they have never heard “the initial ardent 
proclamation by which a person is one day overwhelmed and 
brought to the decision to entrust himself to Jesus Christ by faith.” 
Alpha provides this ardent proclamation and thus serves as an ex-
cellent tool for the re-evangelization of lifelong Catholics. 

What Should You Do? 

If you wish to hear again or for the first time the ardent proclamation of the Gospel, then RSVP to the invita-
tion to “Come and See.” We will have an introductory session on Monday, March 11th. We will begin with a 
meal, and then have a short video presentation followed by a small group experience. At the end of the session 
you will have the opportunity to sign up for the entire Alpha course. Please note that registration for the 
March 11th session is needed since we must prepare a meal for all participants. You can register by call-
ing the rectory (631-585-8760) and leaving your name and phone number, or by emailing Maria at rec-
tory@abvmcentereach.com. 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

I want to thank everyone who helped make last year’s 2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal a success. The diocese 
collected over ten million dollars, which was used to support many services for the people on Long Island.  

Your generosity enabled our parish to reach our assigned goal of $57,400, thus bringing back to the parish 
$14,322 in monies that have been redirected to parish activities. 

This year our parish 2019 goal remains $57,400. Your generosity provides us with an opportunity to reach out 
to those in need by supporting the many programs run by our diocese. In particular, the CMA enables our 
Catholic community on Long Island to support the work of Catholic Charities, our Catholic Regional Schools, 
programs for ongoing formation and training of lay leaders as well as our deacons; our seminary which trains 
men for the priesthood as well as various 
pastoral offices which provide excellent re-
sources throughout the diocese are also 
funded by the Appeal. This is but a short 
listing of a large number of worthwhile pro-
grams which your generous contributions 
support. In addition, parishes who make 
their goal receive a rebate from the diocese, 
amounting to 20% of the actual goal. 

Please ask the Lord how you might partici-
pate. You pledge is payable over a ten-
month period of time. Remember also, that 
one does not have to donate a large amount; 
joining everyone’s sacrificial gift adds up to 
a great resource for those in need. 

Alpha Is 

Coming 

3/11 

 

 



Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass Intentions 

for the Week 

Sunday, February 10th 

8:00 a.m. — Eleanor & Gary Shultz (E. McGuiness) 

9:30 a.m. — Luis A. Luces (Luces Family) 

11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish 

Monday, February 11th 

7:30 a.m. —  

9:00 a.m. —  Mary Farina (Weeks Family) 

Tuesday, February 12th 

7:30 a.m — Intention of Josephine Scala 

9:00 a.m. —  

Wednesday, February 13th 

7:30 a.m. —  

9:00 a.m. — Steven P. Lennon (Family) 

Thursday, February 14th 

7:30 a.m. —  Peter & Marjorie Gochan (Family) 

9:00 a.m. — Otto Wolz 

Friday, February 15th 

7:30 a.m. — People of the Parish (Josephine Scala) 

9:00 a.m. — John Paeper (Tiri & Children) 

Saturday, February 16th 

8:30 a.m. —  Charles Leahy (Family) 

5:30 p.m. — Lucio Petroccione, Sr.   
(Barbara Tingo & Family) 

Sunday, February 17th 

8:00 a.m. — Inocencio Dacruz (M/M K. O’Toole  
& M/M J. Moutinho) 

9:30 a.m. — Valeriano Dimaya (Ed Uy & Family) 

11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish 
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 Time, Talent & Treasure 

Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary 
(Regular Sunday Offering) 

Last Week’s Collection $9,245 
(includes Faith Direct)  

Last Year’s Collection $9,740 

Thank You! 

Faith Formation Office Hours 

From mid-October through mid-May the office is 
opened Monday & Tuesday from 9:00 a.m.—8:00 
p.m. (when there are classes); Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
—2:00 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9:00 a.m.— noon. 

Youth Ministry  

Middle School Ministry 
(MSM)  —  
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in 
the parish hall. Come and 
discover all that God wants 
to offer through our MSM 
community’s faith-building 
programs. 

Assumption Youth  

Ministry (AYM) 

AYM welcomes all high school 
teens grades 9-12 to “Come & See” 
— Wednesday nights, 7:30-9 p.m. 
in the parish center. 

New parishioner? Moving out of the parish? Kindly 
fill out the form below and drop it in the collection 
basket or mail it to the rectory.  

Name ___________________________  

Address _________________________  

Town/Zip ________________________  

Telephone _______________________  

New Parishioner ______ Moving ____   

Outreach Needs 

Laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid, tea, canned 
chili, box milk, ketchup, grape jelly, fruit juice.  

Parish “Media Ministry” Forming 

Come join our newly formed media ministry. Job 
description: operate the computer during mass so 
we can project the songs, prayers, and readings on 
the screen. The response to using the screen has 
been very positive. What we need now is a group of 
“media people” who will help to lead the people in 
prayer and song through this innovative ministry. 
It’s not difficult to do; see Fr. Joseph for details. 
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Our parish now sub-
scribes to a revolution-
ary online platform 
which provides the best 
in Catholic audio talks, 
movies, ebooks, and 

video-based studies from trusted providers like the 
Augustine Institute, Scott Hahn, Edward Sri, Fr. Mi-
chael Gaitley, etc. This allows you, free of charge, to 
access online resources in bible study, apologetics, 
Christian entertainment, family catechesis, etc. at 
your convenience. It’s available 24/7 thus allowing 
you to put time aside when it’s best for you.  

Check it out by signing up for the website. Simply 
type in abvmcentereach.formed.org on your browser. 
You will be asked to fill out a registration form and 
create a password for your email address. There is 
no charge. Once you have registered you’ll have ac-
cess to all the material on FORMED. 

You also can install FORMED through an app. Learn more 
at app.formed.org. Our parish code is P8DGQ8. 

 

Save the Date! 

As announced last week, Msgr. will be moving to St. 
Pius X Retirement Facility in Amityville. His depar-
ture date will be Monday, February 18th. 

In order to show our appreciation for his thirty-six 
years of priestly service as both pastor and pastor 
emeritus here at Assumption, we will have a farewell 
mass on Sunday, February 17th, at the 9:30 a.m. 
mass, followed by a simple reception of coffee and 
cake in the parish’s main hall.  

Put the date aside so you can join in offering your 
thanks to the extraordinary priest who has been part 
of our lives for so many years. 

Your Input Is Requested 

Bishop Barres and the Priest Personnel Board are 
requesting input regarding the skills and qualities 
you think are necessary in the next pastor as well as 
any specific parish needs you think must be ad-
dressed. To participate go to the diocesan website, 
drvc.org, fill out the New Pastor Recommendation 
Form and follow the directions posted. 

Third Annual  
Mardi Gras Celebration 

When:  Tuesday, March 5, 2019 
Where: Assumption Parish Hall 
Time:  6:30—9:00 pm 
Cost:  $10.00 per person/$25.00 per family (parents and children) 

NOTE: TICKETS WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR! 

Come celebrate as one family in Christ the start of our most Holy Season 
by joining with the ABVM Women’s Ministry for their Third Annual Mardi Gras event! There will be plenty 
of food, soft drinks and games for adults and children alike! 

Don’t forget your costumes (not required). There will be first, second, and third place prizes for the best cos-
tumes for both children and adults. 

Direct any inquiries to Georgia Lovell, 631-891-7387, glovell951@gmail.com  
 Diane Miller, 516-443-7856, dimiller@optonline.net.  

Tickets can be obtained at the parish office during regular office hours or by mail.  

Fill out the following information and drop it off with payment at the rectory no later than Feb. 25th . Make 
check out to ABVM Church. 

Kindly provide an email and phone number in case we need to contact you. 

Email Address:  ______________________________________________________________________  

Phone Number:  ______________________________________________________________________  

Provide the name of those attending for name tags 

1 ________________________________________ 4 _______________________________________  

2 ________________________________________ 5 _______________________________________  

3 ________________________________________ 6 _______________________________________  

We’ve Launched a New 

Webpage 

We’ve redone our website.  

Our parish website was one of the best in the 
diocese— easy to navigate and filled with 
lots of helpful information. Now it’s even 
better than ever, filled with helpful infor-
mation, e.g., information on sacramental 
preparation, funeral readings, wedding read-
ings, parish registration forms, schedules, 
parish calendar, etc. In addition, we list par-
ish hours, email addresses, RE information, 
AYM permission forms, important links to 
other sites and up-to-date information re-
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