A welcoming community sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ through faith, prayer and the sacraments.
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We celebrate EUCHARIST
Saturdays: 5:30 PM

Sundays: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM
Weekdays: 9:00 AM

We celebrate PENANCE
Saturdays: 4:00 - 5:00 PM and by appointment.

We celebrate BAPTISM

Usually the first and third Sundays each month. Meeting with
Deacon Mike and attendance at class is required. Please contact
the rectory during regular office hours to register.

We celebrate MARRIAGE

Make arrangements with the priest at least six months prior to
the wedding. All are required by our Bishop to attend the
Pre-Cana Conferences as part of the preparation.

Eucharistic Adoration
First Friday of the month: 1:00-2:00 PM - Nocturnal
Third Friday of the month: 7:30-8:30 PM - ADOREMUS

Miraculous Medal Novena
Wednesdays following the 9:00 AM Mass.

Communion for the Sick or Shut-ins
Contact the rectory during regular office hours.

Rev. Joseph Alenchery, Pastor
Rev. Chris Aridas, Retired Pastor
Deacon Michael Montelione

. ASSUMPTION

of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Parish Social Ministry (Outreach)

Office hours, Monday to Friday, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.
Food pantry available. Will also try to help with referrals and
advocacy. Call for appointment, 631-585-8760 x101.

RCIA

Provides for those who have never been baptized or those who
have been baptized but have not celebrated Eucharist and/or
Confirmation to experience the joy of our Catholic community,
within an adult context. Anyone 18 and over is welcome.
Contact the rectory office at 631-585-8760.

Faith Formation
Works with parents to share faith with our youngest members,
grades 1-8. Contact the office for details at 631-588-6408.

Youth Ministry
= High School Ministry (AYM), Wednesdays: 7:30 - 9:00 PM
= Middle School Ministry (MSM), Thursdays, 7:00 - 8:45 PM
For further information, contact Renata 631-585-8760

Music Ministry

Our parish’s Music Ministry seeks to lead and support our
parish family in full, conscious, and active participation in the
liturgy. For further information call Rob at 516-523-1668.

Rectory Office: M - F 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Phone: 631-585-8760; Fax: 1-866-214-3365
Faith Formation: 631-588-6408
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February 28, 2021

Mdass Intentions
for the week

Sunday, February 28th
7:30 a.m. — Ralph Cirone (Catholic War Veterans)

9:30 a.m. — Thomas Murphy (Diane Melfi)
11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish

Monday, March 1st
9:00 a.m. — Joseph Nugent (Charlie Ruf & Ka-
ren Marcello)

Tuesday, March 2nd
9:00 a.m. — Marie Claude Casimir (Children)

Wednesday, March 3rd
9:00 a.m. — Mary Balsamo (Legion of Mary)

Thursday, March 4th
9:00 a.m. — Joseph Nugent (Ed & Diane Pozzi
& Family)

Friday, March 5th
9:00 a.m. — David & Kathleen Worrell (Family)

Saturday, March 6th
5:30 p.m. — Bambi Roaquin (Maria Freund)

Sunday, March 7th
7:30 a.m. — Albert Boehm (Regina DiLiberti)
9:30 a.m. — Nick Campanelli (M/M T. Donnelly)
11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish
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Deceased Brothers
and Sisters of our
Parish Family

Time, Talent & Treasure

Fostering Stewardship
‘ as a Way of Life

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary
(Regular Sunday Offering)

Last Week’s Collection $8,347
(includes Faith Direct)

Last Year’s Collection $9,737
Thank You!

Faith Formation
The ministry of the Word is a fundamental ele-
ment of evangelization through all its stages, be-

cause it involves the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
the eternal Word of God

Faith Formation Office Hours

Regular Office Hours: Monday to Thursday 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m; Friday - Closed; Saturday - 9:00
am.to 11 am.

Middle School Ministry (MSM)
Middle School Ministry is on Thursday

nights from 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. All m
Middle Schoolers (6™ thru 8™) are wel- g Servel ussuurhon
come. g

Assumption Youth Ministry(AYM)

Assumption Youth Ministry E
oy

welcomes all high Schoolers (9th thru
12th) on Wednesday nights from 7:30-

9:00 PM. We gather in the Parish Cen-
ter Hall. Bring your friends with you.
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Catholic Daughters of the

America's (Court St. Gerard)

First Thursday of the month: Sept - June at 7:30 PM
in the Parish Library. Contact Alexandria McMahon
at tacjs43@aol.com.

Catholic War Veterans

Second Saturday of the month: Sept - June at 10 AM
in the Parish Library. Contact Vincent Zecca,
papazecca@aol.com, or phone 631 588 3423.

Holy Name Society
Usually the second Monday of the month: Sept -
May at 7:30 PM in the parish center. Contact Sal

Stingo at rtbhuntington@yahoo.com or Anita Wolf at
hwolf96@aol.com.

Rosary Altar Society

A service-based women’s organization that cares for
the Church and promotes the spiritual life of its
members. Contact the rectory for meeting dates and
times.

Scouting (Cub Scout, Boy Scouts)
Contact Chantal Mears at Chantalmears@yahoo.com
or 631-438-2468 or visit www.bsa356.com for more
details..
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Good News Reflection

The ‘mountaintop experience’ of Lent

Think of a "mountaintop experience" you've had. What was the peak moment of that? What generated it? What
did it mean for you? Did it change your life forever or was it just a momentary high?

In Biblical symbolism, a mountain rep-
resents getting close to God. Did your
mountaintop experience bring you
closer to God?

It was at the top of Mount Tabor where
Jesus revealed the glory of his Godli-
ness to his closest friends. Called a
"high mountain" in scripture, Mount
Tabor is, in reality, not huge. What was
huge is the event that took place there -
- and why.

Some of the most significant moments
in our spiritual lives might not have felt
like a mountaintop experience, but in-
deed they were.

The three disciples who witnessed
Christ's transfiguration greatly benefit-
ed from seeing his glory revealed, be-
cause someday they would be commis-
sioned to take over his earthly ministry.

The Father told them, "This is my beloved Son; listen to him." As we listen to Jesus, it is we who are now
transfigured.

Lent is meant to be a mountaintop experience for each of us. If we follow Jesus up the mountain, his light will
consume any darkness within us.

The more we listen to his teachings and apply them to our daily lives and ministries, the more we become like
him. And the more we become like Jesus, the more our lives are transfigured by his light, and the more our
lives then transfigure the world around us.

As the first reading tells us, Abraham did not withhold his son from the Lord, just like God the Father did not
withhold his Son from us.

Likewise, we are faithful to the responsibilities of Christian living if we do not withhold the Son from the peo-
ple we encounter. Whether it's through an evangelizing word or a helping hand, or a compassionate and atten-
tive ear, or the generous giving of mercy and forgiveness or money or time, we are Christ's hands and feet and
voice in the world today. We are his earthly body. We are the answers to people's prayers.

We have been empowered through our baptisms to shine with the glory of Christ's love. We have all been
commissioned to continue his earthly ministry. May the experience of Lent take us to new heights of union
with Christ and his mission!

Questions for Personal Reflection:
Identify one area of your life that you would like Jesus to transfigure. What do you need to do to repent of it?
How do you need to change (with God's help) so that others see more of Jesus?

Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
Share the story of a time when you let Jesus change you. How difficult was it to be transfigured? Why did you
want to make the change? How did it impact others?

© 2021 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources. Printed by permission.
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Snowstorm

Thank you all for your generous support of our par-
ish family, especially during this pandemic. For the
last few weeks, we all have experienced the bitter
cold and a few big snowstorms. The great work
cleared our parking lot and the walkways by the peo-
ple we hired. For that, we had to spend thousands of
dollars. This expense was very much unexpected as
well as over our budget. I ask for your generosity in
taking care of the costs. Thanks again for your love
of our parish family.

Second Sunday of Lent

Important information via E-Mail
We are in the process of up-
dating our contact list with
updated email addresses. Dur-
ing this time of uncertainty,
email is the best way to keep
in touch with everyone as a
parish family. So I like to ask
everyone to update their email
address so important infor-
mation could be sent out. You will get one email a
week unless we have something essential to convey.
Since Christmas is coming, we want to update you
with the schedule and other things.

—

4

Please use rectory@abvmcentereach.com to update
or go to our parish website
www.abvmcentereach.com and fill the form called
“Get in touch with us” located right under the main
banner to update your email addresses.

Drug Crisis Assistance

Are you or someone you know
having family or interpersonal CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

problems due to drinking ALCO-

HOL and/or using DRUGS?
CATHOLIC CHARITIES / Talbot

House, a Chemical Dependence Crisis Center, locat-
ed in Bohemia provides withdrawal and stabilization
services on a voluntary basis to males and females
over the age of 18, who are seeking to stop and/or
withdraw from alcohol and/or other drug use. For
more information, please call: 631-589-4144. Talbot
House staff is available 24/7. Each call is confiden-
tial. Sliding scale fees, Medicaid, Medicare, and oth-
er third-party insurance accepted.

Joining Our Catholic Community
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) might be what you are seeking if:

* You were never baptized or

* You were baptized in another religious
tradition, or

» You were baptized Catholic but have not
celebrated Confirmation or Eucharist.

Our parish desires to share our faith with all who
wish to discover the beauty and power of a shared
life in Christ the Lord. If you are interested, there-
fore, send the form below to the rectory (20 Chest-
nut Street, Centereach, NY 11720) or contact the
office by email, rectory(@abvmcentereach.com, or
phone Maria at 631-585-8760 at the office to get
additional details.

Worship with your talent

This is an opportunity to worship with your talent and
help the parish community worship better by
volunteering to help with live stream

#

contact Fr. Joseph at

cameras and projecting lyrics and scriptures
on the screen at Mass on the weekend and
on special occasions. Training will be
provided. Those who like to work with
the camera and/or computer, please

jalenchery@abvmcentereach.com
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Parish Social Ministry (Outreach) Program

The Outreach Food Pantry is available for individuals and families that are struggling
to stretch their food budget. We can also refer those needing assistance to any pro-
gram appropriate to their needs. Appointments can be made by calling 631 585-8760
x2. The Outreach Office is open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 12 PM.

Pantry Needs: Noodles, Kleenex, Household Cleaner, Dishwashing
Liquid, Mayonnaise, Salad Dressing, Razors, Toothbrushes, Fruit
Juice, Icing

e RROAEFnily in Miggion

ROCKVILLE CENTRE
[ Creating Pathways to Faith

This- year our parlsh goal is $54,400. Your generosity provides us with an excellent opportunity to reach out to
those in need by supporting the many programs run by our diocese. In particular, the CMA enables our Catho-
lic community on LI to support the work of Catholic Charities, our Catholic Regional Schools, programs for
ongoing formation and training of lay leaders as well as our deacons; our seminary which trains men for the
priesthood as well as various pastoral offices which provide excellent resources throughout the diocese.

In addition, parishes who make their goal receive a rebate from the diocese, amounting to 20% of the actual
goal. Please ask the Lord how you might participate. Your pledge is payable over a ten-month period of time.

Please prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic do-
nations through Faith Direct. You are helping our church be more

/_\ efficient, and have a steady, predictable cash flow to support the

F A I T H D ? R E C T 8 works that are important to you, throughout the year. Signing up is

easy! Visit faithdirect.net/NY563 or download the Faith Direct app
and search for the parish with the parish code (NY563). Thank
you for your continued support of our parish family!

February 28, 2021

inspiring secure giving ®

Father Michael Mclen,?

An American Blessed

In May 2020, Pope Francis approved a miracle
attributed to the intercession of Fr. Michael
McGivney, paving the way for his beatification.
This new documentary highlights Fr. McGivney's
fraternal charity, evangelization, and
empowerment of the laity.

WATCH

Our parish subscribes to a revolutionary online platform which provides the best in Catholic audio talks, mov-
ies, e-books, and video-based studies. It is, free of charge. Simply type in abvmcentereach.formed.org on your
browser. Once you have registered you’ll have access to all the material on FORMED, again fiee of charge.

You also can install FORMED through an app. Learn more at app.formed.org. Our parish code is PSDGQS.
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Second Sunday of Lent

Sunday, Feb 28, 2021

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Go allin
Erin became a Roman Catholic in midlife. When asked why, she
says she tried fiercely to make life work according to her plan.
Erin told God many times how it should go, attempting to
persuade the powers that be to see it her way. Then one day God
replied: My plan for you is so beautiful, wonderful, elegant. Why
not try it instead? When Erin celebrated the Rites for Candidates
for Full Communion on a Lenten Sunday just like this one, she
found the joy she was missing. Pray for this year’s candidates—
and for candidates for years to come.
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Romans 8:31b-
34; Mark 9:2-10 (26). “If God is for us, who can be against us?”

Monday, Mar 01, 2021

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Mercy me!
Pope Francis called mercy the "beating heart of the gospel."
Mercy is forbearance, divine favor, compassionate treatment of
the distressed and undeserving. It’s another word for God’s love.
Consider showing devotion to it by reciting the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, a rosary-based prayer that was received by Saint
Faustina, a Polish nun in the 1930s, through visions of Jesus.
Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated the week after Easter, but
many make the Chaplet part of their regular Lenten practice by
reciting it every day at 3 p.m. (the traditional hour of Christ’s
death). You can find the Chaplet on the USCCB website.
TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 6:36-38 (230). “Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Tuesday, Mar 02, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY

Celebrate humble history
Women'’s History Month celebrates well-known women but also
unsung heroines. How appropriate, then, that today is the feast of
Agnes of Bohemia, a lesser-known saint. First cousin of Elizabeth
of Hungary—and descendent of Good King Wenceslaus—Agnes
came upon her vocation naturally. She built a hospital for the
poor, a Franciscan friary, and a monastery for Poor Clare nuns.
When she also became a nun and was urged to become abbess,
she referred to herself only as “senior sister.” She continued to
cook for her sisters and mend the clothing of lepers rather than
live a royal life. Celebrate the unsung heroines in your life.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Matthew 23:1-12 (231).
"Whoever exalts himself will be humbled,; but whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.”

Wednesday, Mar 03, 2021

MEMORIAL OF KATHARINE DREXEL, RELIGIOUS FOUNDER

We have work to do

Katharine Drexel (1858-1955) is a saint for our time. Born into a
successful Philadelphia banking family, she used her wealth to
improve the lives of others. Her Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament
devoted their lives to education of Native and African Americans,
building more than 100 schools in cities, rural areas, and on
reservations. Though Katharine and her sisters at times faced
criticism, endured racist taunts, and were threatened by the Ku
Klux Klan, they remained steadfast in their mission. Patron saint
of racial justice and philanthropy, Saint Katharine epitomizes the

sacrifice of the Blessed Sacrament. How will you commit your
own life to making the world more just?
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew 20:17-28 (232).
“Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?”

Thursday, Mar 04, 2021
MEMORIAL OF CASIMIR

Grace under pressure
Saint Casimir seemed destined for riches and power, but this
patron saint of Poland, called the Peacemaker, took a different
path. Born in 1458 to the king and queen of Poland, he was a
devout, ascetic child. At age 14 his father had him lead an army
to install himself as king of Hungary, but with an overpowering
enemy and troops beginning to desert, Casimir instead returned
home. His furious father exiled him, but Casimir would never
again take up arms. Rejecting violence when those around you
embrace it can take great inner strength. Cultivate an inner
compass that can pursue peace despite pressure.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31 (233). “Blessed

is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose hope is the LORD.”

Friday, Mar 05, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE

Pray for besieged people everywhere
Prayer is our life with God. Sometimes we carve out a particular
time during the day, and sometimes there are specific words,
images, or experiences that help us be more aware of or express
our relationship with God. And so of course during Lent prayer is
one of the pillars, along with fasting and almsgiving, that help us
turn to God. On today’s 2021 World Day of Prayer, an
ecumenical observance, we are invited to “Build on a strong
foundation.” This theme comes from the women of Vanuatu, an
island hit by Cyclone Harold in 2020. Despite the perils they
faced—and we've all faced in a year of pandemic—the message
of today's prayer is one of confidence in God's steadfastness and
the rock of faith. Unite in prayer for healing and recovery.
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Matthew 21:33-
43, 45-46 (234). “The kingdom of God will be . . . given to a people
that will produce its fruit.”

Saturday, Mar 06, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY

Sibling rivalry of biblical proportions
The Parable of the Prodigal Son could as easily be called the
Parable of the Bitter Brother. The story might have ended with
the celebration at the return of the repentant prodigal. But instead
we are left to ponder the feelings of the “good son,” the obedient
one who followed all the rules but never got a party thrown in his
honor. It’s a very human story, reenacted in nearly every family
in one form or another. “Mother always liked you best.” “You
were Dad’s favorite.” “All we ever did was bail you out of
trouble.” Will the bitter brother in the gospel story reconcile? Has
bitterness or division in your own family been reconciled?
Consider being the reconciler who brings it about.
TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (235).
“Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your
OI‘d(’I‘S.' 'l'(’l you never gave me even a young gO(I{ ’()j(".’(l.\‘[ on with
my friends."

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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