ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

October 24, 2021

Love Godl.
Serve Others. Grow Disciples.

You Matter! + You Belong!

Assumption Church is
committedtorgrowing disciples
hy serving pving our surrounding community

‘ \film way that bears witness
to the love'and presence of Jesus.

Rev. Joseph Alenchery, Pastor Rectory Office: M - F 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Rev. Chris Aridas, Retired Pastor Phone: 631-585-8760; Fax: 1-866-214-3365
Deacon Michael Montelione Faith Formation: 631-588-6408
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Mdss Intentions
for the week

Sunday, October 24th
7:30 a.m. — Denna Bardodlf (Thomas McKiernan)

9:30 a.m. — Rosa Quintela (John Malheiro & Family)
James K. Mullane (Digregorio Family)
11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish

Monday, October 25th
9:00 a.m. — Kaylee Rivers (Family)

Renette Louis Jeune (Marcelle)
Tuesday, October 26th
9:00 a.m. — Joan Tait (Angela Nugent)
Dawn Hearne (Annette Wolz)
Wednesday, October 27th
9:00 a.m. — Joan Tait (Lucy Quirk)
Dawn Hearne (Lucy Quirk)
Thursday, October 28th
9:00 a.m. — Peter & Marjorie Gochan (Family)
Anne Keenan (Family)
Friday, October 29th

9:00 a.m. — Living & Deceased Members of Romeo
& Wolz Family

Edmund Keenan (Family)

Saturday, October 30th

5:30 p.m. — Marcelot Estriplet (Marcelle)

Kathleen Sanacore

Sunday, October 31st

7:30 a.m. — Henrietta (Penny) Vella (Holy Name Society)

9:30 a.m. — Joseph Melfi (Family)

James K. Mullane (DiGregorio Family)
11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish

7 Time, Talent & Treasure

Fostering Stewardship
as a Way of Life

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary
(Regular Sunday Offering)

Last Week’s Collection $9,704
(includes Faith Direct)

Last Year’s Collection $8,213
Thank You!

Faith Formation

Faith Formation Office Hours

Regular Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m and 4 p.m. to 7:30 pm; Wednesday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

ASSUMPTION YOUTH MINISTRY
Every Thursday
T-:00PM - 8:30PM in the Parish Center

AG™ - 8" & 9112 gragers

Welcome

P.S. Mask required for everyone inside the building

For more information please contact Renata Tutka-Ptak
at 631-585-8760 ext. 105 or rptak@abvmcentereach.com

DEOEOEPEOEOEPEPEPECESEPEL

Catholic Daughters of the

Americas (Court St. Gerard)

First Thursday of the month: Sept - June at 7:30 PM
in the Parish Library. Contact Alexandria McMahon
at tacjs43(@aol.com.

Catholic War Veterans

Second Saturday of the month: Sept - June at 10 AM
in the Parish Library. Contact Vincent Zecca,
papazecca@aol.com, or phone 631 588 3423.

Holy Name Society
Usually the second Monday of the month: Sept -
May at 7:30 PM in the parish center. Contact Sal

Stingo at rtbhuntington@yahoo.com or Anita Wolf at
hwolf96@aol.com.

Rosary Altar Society

A service-based women’s organization that cares for
the Church and promotes the spiritual life of its
members. Contact the rectory for meeting dates and
times.

Scouting (Cub Scout, Boy Scouts)
Contact Chantal Mears at Chantalmears@yahoo.com

or 631-438-2468 or visit www.bsa356.com for more
details..

Deceased Brothers
and Sisters of our
Parish Family
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Good News Reflection
Making the most of divine opportunities

After Jesus touches our lives -- answers a prayer, gives us a healing, provides a life-changing insight, or makes any other kind of
difference -- what do we do next? Our life has been changed by divine grace. Do we make the most of this new opportunity?

God never forces us to take a new direction or follow a certain path, not even if we've made a bargain with him, such as: "Lord, if
you heal me, I will go to Mass every day."

Jesus says to us what he said to Bartimaeus, the man he healed in this Sunday's Gospel reading: "Go your way; your faith has saved
you." Go where?

Sometimes his instructions are a little more informative than that. When he cures someone from sin, he adds: "Go and sin no more".
Okay, but go where?

Every step we take is important. Where we go and what we do next makes a difference that ripples off into the future with ramifica-
tions (blessings and/or woes) that are impossible for us to predict. Jesus isn't down-playing the significance of this. Rather, what hap-
pens next is so important that he wants us to have full control over it.

Jesus told Bartimaeus "Go your way." And what did Bartimaeus do with that freedom? He "followed him on the way." He opted for
the best possible direction. His life changed dramatically, not only because he had been blind and now he had good eyesight, but
because he wanted to learn from Jesus and become one of his followers.

How many times have we returned to an old familiar path after an encounter with Christ? If following him means taking a new direc-
tion, getting involved in a new ministry, or changing careers or friends, we too often settle back into old routines. Comfort zones are
hard to leave. But following Jesus is a life-changing adventure if we're sincere about our faith.

Following Jesus and learning from him should be our highest priority. Every encounter with Christ should change us -- even at Mass
when we reunite ourselves to him in the Eucharist.

Questions for Personal Reflection:
Think of the last time Jesus responded to your need for help. What changed afterward? How long did the change last?

Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
Describe a time when you changed directions in your life because of an encounter with Christ. What did Jesus do for you? How did
you figure out which way to go afterward?

© 2021 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources. Printed by permission.
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Parish Social Ministry (Food Pantry) Needs for Thanksgiving

Gift Cards: With the Holidays just around the corner, we’re getting ready to prepare Thanksgiving baskets for
our clients. In addition to the food

items listed below, please consider
GIVING THANKS GIVING BACK donating gift cards to local super-

markets. These are very helpful in

o E}
providing those in need with a great
Thanksgiving dinner, allowing them
the dignity to choose their favorite
DRIVE holiday foods. Please drop off gift

cards at the Parish Office or in the
collection basket.

Pantry Needs: Boxed Milk, Cranberry Sauce, Canned Yams, Canned Vegetables, Stuffing Mix, Instant Pota-
toes and any other non-perishable food items. Please place these donations in our bin in the Church.

Remember Our Parish in Your Will

we often do not realize how helpful it is to the parish that serves our spiritual needs when a person decides to
share his/her resources as a way of saying “thank you” for all that has been provided. Most assuredly, a gift to

the parish in your will or trust affirms your »
continued commitment to the parish’s life \
and works.

Making this gift is easy. You can instruct

your attorney to use this wording: “I here- m \\\ &

by give, devise and bequeath to Assump-

tion of the BVM parish, with offices at 20 ‘
Chestnut St., Centerecach, NY 11720, the ﬁ&a\“e“
sum of $ to be used for its most urgent me

needs.” As an alternative, you can make a
gift of what remains in your estate or liv-
ing trust after all other bequests and ex-
penses have been paid: “I hereby give, de-
vise and bequeath to Assumption of the
BVM parish, with offices at 20 Chestnut
St., Centereach, NY 11720, all the rest,
residue and remainder of my estate (trust) to be used for its most urgent needs.” For more information about
remembering the parish in your will or living trust, contact Fr. Joseph at 631-585-8760 or jalench-
ery(@abvmcentereach.com or Barbara Kilarjian at 516-678-5800 x 257.

Drug Crisis Assistance

Are you or someone you know having family or interpersonal problems due to drinking ALCOHOL and/or
using DRUGS? CATHOLIC CHARITIES / Talbot House, a Chemical De-

pendence Crisis Center, located in Bohemia provides withdrawal and stabili- < : AT H O L
zation services on a voluntary basis to males and females over the age of 18,

who are seeking to stop and/or withdraw from alcohol and/or other drug use.

For more information, please call: 631-589-4144. Talbot House staff is avail-

able 24/7. Each call is confidential. Sliding scale fees, Medicaid, Medicare, OF LONG ISLAND

Please prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic donations through
FA m R E C s [aith Direct. Signing up is easy! Visit faithdirect.net/NY563 or download the Faith
e TR Direct app and search for the parish with the parish code (NY563). Thank you
for your continued support of our parish family!
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Parish Social Ministry

The Outreach Food Pantry is available for individuals and families that are struggling to
stretch their food budget. We can also refer those needing assistance to any program
appropriate to their needs. If you or someone you know can use our services, please call
us at 631 585-8760 x2 or by email to outreach@abvmcentereach.com. We are happy to
assist people of all faiths. The Outreach Office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
from 10 AM to 1 PM. Cooking Oil, Ketchup, Tea, Bars of Soap, Mayo, Dry
Soup, Noodles, Dishwashing Liquid, Fruit Juice, Kleenex

t'l/l/%&

You are invited to “Coffee in the Courtyard”, on every Sunday after the 9:30 AM Mass. Hang out with our
fellow worshippers, spend a few minutes conversing with others, make new friends, and build a stronger com-

munity, in which we then become a stronger parish family. All are welcome! Join us after Mass for fel-
lowship, wonderful conversations and of course coffee.

FORMED EZEE: Oct 24, 2021

WITH GOD IN RUSSIA

Well known for his heroic story of surviving 24
years in Russian prison camps, this film about
the great Jesuit Fr. Walter Ciszek traces his

incredible endurance and struggle for survival.
It highlights his tremendous fa?t?\ in God, and ko y WITH GOD
the remarkable impact his life has had on the il *IN RUSSIA
resurgence of Catholicism in Russia, as seen ‘
with on location footage from around the world.

Our parish subscribes to a revolutionary online platform which
provides the best in Catholic audio talks, movies, e-books, and
9 video-based studies. It is frree of charge. Simply type in ab-
F G R M E D vmcentereach.formed.org on your browser. Once you have regis-
tered you’ll have access to all the material on FORMED, again
Study I Watch | Listen ' Read frree of charge. Our parish code is PSDGQS8.

You also can install FORMED through an app. Learn more at
app.formed.org.
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, Oct 24, 2021

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Adopt an attitude of gratitude
Here's an intriguing take on a familiar commission: Thankful
people become missionaries. "To be 'in a state of mission'is a
reflection of gratitude," Pope Francis declares on this World
Mission Sunday. Yet this “state of mission” belongs to the whole
church, not just to those brave souls who pack up and go off to
foreign lands. Jesus commissions his friends to take the Good
News wherever we go. Grateful folks do this cheerfully. How can
we keep from singing, when a song's been placed in our hearts?
Pray the Rosary's Glorious Mysteries and live the mission of
gratitude.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 31:7-9; Hebrews 5:1-6; Mark 10:46-52
(149). “Immediately [the blind man] received his sight, and followed
Jesus on the way.”

Monday, Oct 25, 2021
Good for what ails you
Research suggests that regular meditation may help reduce blood
pressure, digestive problems, anxiety and depression, and
insomnia, among other ailments. Prayerful meditation also heals
your soul. Catholics have a lot of help at their disposal here—from
the Rosary to Lectio Divina. “There are as many and varied
methods of meditation as there are spiritual masters. Christians
owe it to themselves to develop the desire to meditate regularly,”
says the catechism. “But a method is only a guide; the important
thing is to advance, with the Holy Spirit, along the one way of
prayer: Christ Jesus.” Take the best medicine of all!
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 8:12-17; Luke 13:10-17 (479). “Woman,
you are set free of your infirmity.”

Tuesday, Oct 26, 2021
Care for the caregivers, too
In November 2017 European members of the World Medical
Association convened at the Vatican for a conversation on ethical
issues surrounding palliative care. Nearby, the International
Confederation of Catholic Health Care Institutions was meeting to
discuss inequalities in health care. Pope Francis addressed them
all: “The categorical imperative is to never abandon the sick.” No
matter the graveness of the medical condition, “we are called to
show love and closeness.” Recognizing that “visit the sick” is one
of the seven corporal works of mercy, how can you show or send
care today—perhaps by supporting Catholic chaplains during this
Pastoral Care Week?
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 8:18-25; Luke 13:18-21 (480).
“Sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the
glory to be revealed for us.”

Wednesday, Oct 27, 2021

Gentle reminder: Pray today

Benedictine monk Father Godfrey Diekmann, O.S.B., a pillar of the
liturgical movement of the last century, tells the story of picking
watercress one day on his monastery’s grounds and landing in a
swamp. Try as he might he couldn’t extricate himself. He was
eventually rescued by his fellow monks. He wrote of the incident:
“What now bothers me is that during the entire ordeal of about 25
minutes | didn't have a single pious thought! What does that say of
my more than 50 years of monastic life? Do | have to start all over

again?” Forgetting to pray happens to the best of us. But it is never
too late to start. A simple prayer of blessing, petition, intercession,
thanksgiving, or praise will suffice. Better yet, start with Veni,
Sancte Spiritus!, “Come, Holy Spirit!"
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 8:26-30; Luke 13:22-30 (481). “The
Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we ought.”

Thursday, Oct 28, 2021
FEAST OF SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES

Strive for decreasing returns
Saints Simon and Jude have countless images and namesakes,
yet we know almost nothing about these apostles whose feast day
is today. They were among the 12 apostles, and tradition has it
they spread the Good News in Persia. We honor their memory
anyway, knowing that for the faithful, “He must increase, and |
must decrease,” as John the Baptist put it. To be remembered
after death as a faithful apostle is not a bad legacy for any
Christian! Do one small act today that makes you recognizable as
a faithful apostle.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16 (666). ‘Jesus
went up to the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in prayer to
God."

Friday, Oct 29, 2021
Tender mercies
Depression, anxiety, profound sadness, or grief—these can
sometimes make us feel like we're no good or God has
abandoned us. But it is at these times especially when God
tenderly draws close to us. Though it may be difficult to lift our
hearts in prayer when we are suffering, we can pray this prayer for
ourselves and one another (attributed to Saint Augustine): “Watch,
O Lord, with those who wake or watch or weep tonight, and give
your angels and saints charge over those who sleep. Tend your
sick ones, O Lord Christ. Rest your weary ones. Bless your dying
ones. Soothe your suffering ones. Pity your afflicted ones. Shield
your joyous ones. And all for love's sake.” Amen!
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 9:1-5; Luke 14:1-6 (483). “/ have great
sorrow and constant anguish in my heart.”

Saturday, Oct 30, 2021

MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Room to grow
We've all heard that the "humble will be exalted.” Sounds nice, but
where can we look for examples, for a role model? Look no further
than Mary, Mother of God. Saturday is the traditional day of the
week to recall Mary’s example of exalted humility. Mary was
humble enough to “make room” for God—literally, in her womb.
She was willing to trust God with everything—her reputation, her
envisioned marriage, her very body. Do you trust enough to make
room so that God can be born in you?
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29: Luke 14:1, 7-11
(484). “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the
one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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