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Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary 
(Regular Sunday Offering) 

Last Week’s Collection $8,407 
(includes Faith Direct)                 

Last Year’s Collection $8,067 

Thank You! 
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Sunday, December 26th 

7:30 a.m. —  Eileen J. O’Rourke 
Katie Montelione 

9:30 a.m. —  Abelardo & Norma Angeles (Family) 

         John Ricci (Palma Family) 

11:30 a.m. — People of the Parish 

Monday, December 27th 

9:00 a.m. —  Marianna Tutka 
Fr. Douglas R. Arcoleo (Franciney Recca) 

Tuesday, December 28th 

9:00 a.m.  — Dr. Elisa G & Francis G. Valisno 

         Diane Larkin (Maria & Tom Fess) 

Wednesday, December 29th 

9:00 a.m. — Marianna Tutka (Lucy Quirk) 
   Gloria G. Pedro (Josephine Scala) 

Thursday, December 30th 

9:00 a.m. — John & Dale Cahill  (Mary Ross) 
    Jim Reilly (Reilly Family) 

Friday, December 31St 

9:00 a.m. — Chuck Sharp 
Dorothy Polcyn (Virgilio Family) 

Saturday, January 1st  

9:00 a.m. — Peter Weinheimer (Reilly Family)  

5:30 p.m. — Dawn Hearne (Pat Rivers) 

        Living & Deceased Members of Campanelli  
   & Lang Family 

Sunday, January 2nd 

7:30 a.m. —  People of the Parish 

9:30 a.m. —  Marian & Halina Wos (Family) 

         Ronald Fregara (Lorraine & Family 

11:30 a.m. — Catherine Collins (Attracta) 

Faith Formation Office Hours 

Regular Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m and 4 p.m. to 7:30 pm; Wednesday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Deceased Brothers 
and Sisters of our  
Parish Family 
 

Catholic Daughters of the  

Americas (Court St. Gerard) 

First Thursday of the month: Sept - June at 7:30 PM 
in the Parish Library. Contact Alexandria McMahon  
at tacjs43@aol.com. 

Catholic War Veterans 

Second Saturday of the month: Sept - June at 10 AM 
in the Parish Library. Contact Vincent Zecca,  
papazecca@aol.com, or phone 631 588 3423.  

Holy Name Society 

Usually the second Monday of the month: Sept - 
May at 7:30 PM in the parish center. Contact Sal 
Stingo at rtbhuntington@yahoo.com or Anita Wolf at 
hwolf96@aol.com. 

Rosary Altar Society 

A service-based women’s organization that cares for 
the Church and promotes the spiritual life of its 
members. Contact the rectory for meeting dates and 
times.  

Scouting (Cub Scout, Boy Scouts) 

Contact Chantal Mears at Chantalmears@yahoo.com 

or 631-438-2468 or visit www.bsa356.com for more 
details.. 

We celebrate EUCHARIST 

Saturdays: 5:30 PM 
Sundays: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
Weekdays: 9:00 AM 

We celebrate PENANCE 

Saturdays: 4:00 – 5:00 PM and by appointment. 
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Good News Reflection 
 

Trusting the truths we don't understand 

"Joy mixed with drama marks the fifth [joyful] mystery," wrote Saint John Paul II in his encyclical on the Rosary,  Rosarium Virginis 
Mariae (paragraph #20), as he reflected on today's Gospel story about Mary and Joseph losing the boy Jesus and finding him in the 
Temple. "Here he appears in his divine wisdom as he listens and raises questions, already in effect one who 'teaches'." 
 
This scripture, he pointed out, reveals that Jesus was already wholly dedicated to his Father's affairs. That's the first part of the mys-
tery: How early did he feel inspired to serve as the Son of God? 

 
The second part of the mystery, 
John Paul II explained, is "the 
radical nature of the Gospel, in 
which even the closest of hu-
man relationships are chal-
lenged by the absolute demands 
of the Kingdom." Which rela-
tionships? Family relationships! 
In this scripture, Mary and Jo-
seph faced the challenge that 
every parent experiences. They 
were "fearful and anxious," 
because they did not understand 
what was happening to their 
child. 
 
Today, we are like Mary and 
Joseph in their moment of fail-
ing to understand the words of 
Jesus. His teachings challenge 
us to accept a more difficult 
life, a life of doing good to our 
enemies, taking a stand against 
injustices, standing up for 
Christian values, getting perse-
cuted for it, turning the cheek 
and going the extra mile, a life 
of courageously adhering to the 
ways of God. 

 
Our preference, when it's inconvenient or unpleasant to be so holy, is to rationalize and make excuses for any behavior that the world 
says is good and right but which contradicts the Church's scripture-based teachings. However, if we are sincere about following 
Christ, we are willing to do what is difficult. And it's usually in the doing that we begin to understand the benefits of becoming more 
like Christ. 
 
Without this understanding, however, we have to trust that the words of Jesus are truth. Like Mary and Joseph, we need to ponder in 
our hearts what we do not understand and at the same time move forward in holy living. Then we discover the joy that comes from a 
life that's lived wholly in Christ. 
 
On this Feast of the Holy Family, let us pray that Mary and Joseph will help us hear Jesus whenever our troubles or temptations get 
so distracting that we lose sight of him. Let us learn to recognize that Jesus is always present with us in his Holy Spirit, helping us, 
guiding us, and mercifully loving us, especially in the challenges we face. 
 

Questions for Personal Reflection: 

What teaching of the Church have you rationalized away so that you don't have to obey it? Or what teaching of Christ do you excuse 
yourself from? Assume that your disobedience is due to not understanding what is really being taught. What will you do to seek and 
gain a better understanding? 
 

Questions for Faith Sharing: 

How meaningful is the Holy Family to you? What is it about the relationships between Jesus, Mary and Joseph that appeals to you? 
What has this taught you about Christian living? 

© 2021 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources. Printed by permission. 
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Please prayerfully consider support-

ing our parish with electronic dona-

tions through Faith Direct. Signing 

up is easy! Visit faithdirect.net/

NY563 or download the Faith Di-

rect app  and search for the parish 

with the parish code (NY563). 

Thank you for your continued sup-

port of our parish family!  

Thank you very much for your commitment to our parish as we journey together rebuilding our parish 
by Loving God, Serving Others and Growing Disciples. This is just a gentle reminder to  Plan, Pray, 
Commit and return your commitment card to the office by mail or by depositing it in the collection 
basket on Sunday with your worship offering.  

Stories appeal to us. We love stories and that is why we love movies and novels. We love stories because we 
are part of a larger story. The Scriptures tell the story of God and how he interacts with humanity through the 
course of salvation history. When we see our lives as a story and part of God’s larger story, it brings greater 
meaning to our life and our choices. God can use our stories to draw other people to him. Through this series 
we are trying to help our parish be more comfortable with their story and telling their story. 
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Remember Our Parish in Your Will 

we often do not realize how helpful it is to the parish that serves our spir-
itual needs when a person decides to share his/her resources as a way of 
saying “thank you” for all that has been provided. Most assuredly, a gift 
to the parish in your will or trust affirms your continued commitment to 
the parish’s life and works.  

Making this gift is easy. You can instruct your attorney to use this word-
ing: “I hereby give, devise and bequeath to Assumption of the BVM par-
ish, with offices at 20 Chestnut St., Centereach, NY 11720, the sum of $____to be used for its most urgent 
needs.” As an alternative, you can make a gift of what remains in your estate or living trust after all other be-
quests and expenses have been paid: “I hereby give, devise and bequeath to Assumption of the BVM parish, 
with offices at 20 Chestnut St., Centereach, NY 11720, all the rest, residue and remainder of my estate (trust) 
to be used for its most urgent needs.” For more information about remembering the parish in your will or liv-
ing trust, contact Fr. Joseph at 631-585-8760 or jalenchery@abvmcentereach.com or Barbara Kilarjian at 516-
678-5800 x 257. 

You are invited to 
“Coffee in the 
Courtyard”, on 
every Sunday af-
ter the 9:30 AM 
and 11:30 AM 

Masses in the Parish Center Hall.  COFFEE IN 
THE COURTYARD will be CLOSED until the 
mask requirement is lifted. Hang out with our fel-
low worshippers, spend a few minutes conversing 
with others, make new friends, and build a stronger 
community, in which we then become a stronger par-

ish family. All are welcome!  

Rectory Offices Closed 

Due to Staff vacations, Rectory offices will be closed 
on the week after Christmas (Mon. to Fri. Dec. 27– 
31). Our office hours will resume on January 3, 2022.  

Out of Christian charity, we 
ask that all comply with the 
NY State requirement to 
WEAR MASKS when par-

ticipating in any activities on parish grounds 
until Jan. 15, 2022.  
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